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Dear Friends, 

As we describe ourselves: “Small School. Big World.” We founded our 
school in order to make broad, lively, and intimate learning experiences 
like these possible. Along the way we have learned that, in addition to great 
ideals and great teachers, a few things are necessary. Chief among these is a 
building.

After more than 16 years and 3 locations, Berkshire Waldorf High School 
is ready to purchase and renovate a building as our permanent home—35 
Main Street, Stockbridge, known as Hall’s Garage. (See architect’s drawings 
in this brochure.)

We have good news: In summer 2018, we received a $100,000 gift and 
a promise to match, dollar for dollar, what we can raise, up to another 
$200,000. We are well on the way. Once we have completed this challenge, 
we can purchase our building.

We will, however, still have a lot of work to do—the building requires signif-
icant renovation.

Buying and renovating this property present the best possibility for our 
sustainable future, and fundraising for them presents a challenge. We ask 
everyone who understands what we offer adolescents to help us meet this 
challenge. Join us in making this big plan a reality for our small school.

Sincerely,
   

Teresa O’Brient Stephen Sagarin, 
Board Chair Executive Director



Our Mission
The Berkshire Waldorf High School provides an education for 
adolescents that seeks truth, develops imagination, nurtures growth, 
fosters responsibility, and honors inner freedom in an atmosphere of 
academic excellence, artistic fulfillment, openness, and mutual respect. 
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The world needs creative, ethical, and inwardly free human beings, and 
our school—in addition to preparing students for world-class colleges and 
universities—helps young people develop these qualities.

• Orrin Rydingsword, Class of 2019, smelted copper in his backyard as a 
tenth grader in Dr. Sagarin’s Ancient History course, learning more with 
his own hands and mind than we could teach him solely in a classroom.

• During her senior year, Erika Wainwright, Class of 2017, interned as a 
Spanish language translator and interpreter with Human Rights First 
in the Refugee Representation Office in New York City, the first high 
school student to do this. Because of this internship, she is now pursuing 
her interpreter’s licensure, in addition to her undergraduate studies in 
international relations at Stony Brook University.

• Following Ms. Magadini’s Earth Science course and a field trip to “A 
Day in the Life of the Hudson River” with Columbia University’s Lam-
ont-Doherty Earth Observatory (LDEO), Roman Louw, Class of 2019, 
was accepted into the LDEO Secondary School Field Research Program, 
where he pursued research regarding microplastics in marine organisms 
(including those we eat) under the mentorship of Joaquim Goes, Senior 
Research Scientist in marine biology. Roman then originated a study, 
supervised by Dr. Goes, to compare microplastics in farmed versus wild 
shrimp. This work qualified for the Massachusetts State Science Fair. 

• And, during her junior and senior years of high school, Annabel 
O’Neill, Class of 2016, built her own tiny house, started her own You-
Tube channel about the process, published a book about it, and started 
a lifestyle company and clothing line based on reducing carbon foot-
prints and living in concert with nature. She and her work were featured 
by John Dickerson on CBS News This Morning.
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Our School
Berkshire Waldorf High School is a college preparatory, coeducational day 
school for 50 students and a core faculty of 8 teachers and staff who are 
supported by 15 part-time teachers. Our school building is our hub, and 
our community—Stockbridge, South County, Massachusetts, New York, 
even Munich and Costa Rica—is our campus. Hence, our tag-line, “Small 
School. Big World.”

We are a 16-year-old, $500,000+ non-profit, 501(c)(3), business. We have an 
excellent reputation in Stockbridge, the Berkshires, and, among Waldorf 
schools, nationwide. We have no debt, and we have a balanced budget.

We bring respectful, lively teenagers to Stockbridge each day from 26 towns 
in 9 school districts in 3 states. Our students may be seen on the sidewalks 
and in the shops of Stockbridge, and you can find them in the Stockbridge 
Library, the Unicorn Theatre, in artists’ studios, and on town fields and 
courts. They bring their work and activity to the town. Stockbridge has 
been good to our school, and we believe we have been good for the town. 
We would like to find a permanent home in Stockbridge.

We have grown our enrollment in our four years in Stockbridge, and we are 
outgrowing 14 Pine Street, which we currently rent at market rate. Here is 
a comparison of our current situation and our plan for the future:
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Current Location 
14 PINE STREET

Rent; no equity

3500 sq. feet

Limited parking

No dedicated art space

No dedicated science lab

Four classrooms

Some rooms too small

Cramped offices

No hallways

Little storage space

Enrollment constrained

Expansion limited

Less sustainable

Shared use building

Near Main St.

Sound mitigation problem

Limited plumbing

Commercial building

Future Location 
35 MAIN STREET

Own; build equity

7000 sq. feet

Adequate parking

Art studios

Labs

Six or more classrooms

Rooms large enough

Sufficient office space

Hallways

Adequate storage space

Planned enrollment increase possible

Expansion possible

More sustainable—green renovation

Single use building

Even closer to Main St. (but not on it)

No acoustic problems

Adequate plumbing

School building



Our Core Values
Truth
We understand the quest for truth as the foundation of all scholarship, 
learning, and inquiry. This principle inspires a spirit of independent 
thought, open mindedness, and academic challenge in our school.

Imagination
We see imagination as the conscious power that inspires creativity in the 
arts, discovery in science, and community in the affairs of men and women. 
Learning and teaching in our school are made alive through this human 
ability.

Growth
We acknowledge individual human growth and development as lifelong 
processes. Our school honors, nurtures, and addresses human growth in 
each student, teacher, and member of our community.

Responsibility
We recognize responsibility as the requisite characteristic of social relation-
ships. By fostering an atmosphere of compassion and respect for others 
and for nature, our school strives to be a force for good will within its walls, 
and in the community, our nation, and the world.

Freedom
We honor inner freedom as a human condition toward which we aspire; 
one which, in the process of attainment, grants increasing self-reliance, in-
dividuality, and vitality to life. Our school serves inner freedom by promot-
ing clarity of thought, authenticity of feeling, and intentionality of will.
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Our Plan
Buy and renovate 35 Main Street, Stockbridge,  

2 buildings on ¾ acre.
PHASE 1: Purchase in FY 2019.
PHASE 2: Renovate by FY 2021

Our Need
PHASE 1: $550,000 to purchase property.
PHASE 2: $2 million to renovate property.

TOTAL: $2.5 million

Matching Grant
In Summer 2018 we were awarded two grants by the 

Myrin Institute. The first is for $100,000. The second is 
a matching grant for $200,000. Our goal is to raise the 
matching $200,000 as soon as possible, and during the 

current academic year, 2018-2019.
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Who We Are

Board of Trustees
Teresa O’Brient, Chair

Jeff Sills, Treasurer
Stephen Sagarin, Secretary

Alix von Auenmueller
Tracy Fernbacher
Andrea Panaritis

Tom Sierau

Campaign Committee
Cathy Fracasse, Chair
Alix von Auenmueller

Sarah Blexrud
Teresa O’Brient
Andrea Panaritis
Stephen Sagarin 

Core Faculty
Susan Bilodeau, MS
Sarah Blexrud, MA

Geneve Brossard, PhD
Lee Magadini, MS
Julia Nunez, MA

Beth Robbins, MA, MEd
Stephen Sagarin, PhD
Samantha Stier, MFA

Ursula Wirth

School Location:

14 Pine Street

Stockbridge, ma  01262

Mailing Address:

PO Box 905

Great Barrington, ma  01230

phone (413) 298-3800

fax (413) 298-5132 

web berkshirewaldorf.com


